State Witness 
Denies 'Deal' in 



Billy Roy Pitts, the state’s 
star witness, denied today he 
had made any deal with the 
government for testifying in 
the trial of 11 Ku Klux Klans- 
men accused of conspiracy in 
the death of a Negro voting 
rights leader. 

Defense attorney Lawrence 
Arrington of Hatt i e s b u r g 
asked several times about 
Pitts’ arrangements and about 
money he received from the 
government. 

“I got mtyiey but I never 
made no deal for it,” Pitts 
said. 

WHEN ARRINGTON pre- 
sented a number of docu- 
ments, described as signed re- 
ceipts for payments, Pitts 
said, “I never signed those 
pieces of paper.” 

Arrington and other defense 
lawyers cross-examined Pitts 
after hours of his testimony 
yesterday describing plans for 
firebombing the home of Ver- 
non Dahmer. 

The defendants were 
charged with conspiring to in* 
timidate Dahmer because of 
his voter registration activi- 
ties. 

DAHMER, A NEGRO, died 
after a predawn firebomb at- 
tack on his home and grocery 
in the Kelly settlement north 
of Hattiesburg Jan. 10, 1966. 

Pitts,' 25, a former Laurel 
Klansman, testified in pre- 
vious trials stemming from 
the Dahmer case. He said the 
“project” which killed Dahm- 
er was planned during two 
meetings attended by 25 to 
30 persons, including all but 
three of the defendants. 

“Sam Bowers told one meet- 
ing he was going to Washing- 
ton to appear before the House 
Un-American Activities Com- 
mittee,” Pitts testified in a 
monotone. “He said before he 
went he wanted men to vol- 
unteer to take care of some 
‘back projects.’ He said he 
especially wanted hand-picker 
men for the Dahmer job. 


